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Freshwater Fisheries
Society of BC

Beginners’ Guide
to Freshwater Fishing
in British Columbia
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Buy Your Freshwater Fishing Licence

If you are 16 years or older you must
have a basic freshwater fishing licence
to fish in B.C. You can buy a licence
online, or at your local fishing tackle
shop or Service BC location. You must
show your fishing licence and photo
identification on the request of an
officer.
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Know the Freshwater Fishing Regulations

Make sure to read and understand the
Freshwater Fishing Regulations before
you go fishing. The regulations tell you
which fish species must be released,
the number of fish you can keep, and
list lakes that are closed to fishing.

You can view the regulations online or
get a printed copy from Service BC or
FrontCounter BC locations.
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How to Tie a Fishing Knot
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Use this knot to tie swivels, lures and
hooks to your line.
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Make 5 — 7 coils around the main line.
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Moisten the line and pull to secure the
knot. Clip the excess line.
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How to Cast
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How to cast with a spinning reel:
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Hold line against the rod handle with
the tip of your finger.
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Open bail on reel. Keep your finger
on the line.
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Let go of the line as you bring your forearm forward in one smooth motion.
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Equipment Setup
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Float-Fishing
Best for: shallow water.

When the float is pulled under the water
surface a fish is biting! Reel in your line.

water surface

=R

RES &K

HERBAEKE T , RiKAELEH | i
BaL,

split-shot weights
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different depths in the water.
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Bottom-Fishing
Best for: deeper water.

artificial bait
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Distance between the swivel
and hook is > 50 cm.

swivel
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Equipment Setup
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Spoon- or Spinner- Fishing
Best for: all water depths.

Try retrieving the lure at different speeds.
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optional weight

swivel
Distance between the swivel
and spoon is 2 50 cm.

hook

spoon or
spinner

TIPS: Lures such as spoons or spinners
tempt the fish to bite a moving target.
Cast your lure, keep your rod tip pointed
down at the water, and retrieve the lure
by reeling it in.

All rivers, streams and some lakes in B.C. require the use of a single
barbless hook. You can pinch the barb flat with a pair of pliers.
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Know Your Fish

You are allowed to keep some fish species, while others must be released. It is a
good idea to learn about different fish species so that you can correctly identify your

catch.
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Common Freshwater Fish Targeted by Anglers in B.C.:
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Other Fish Species You May Catch:
RATBESV BRI Efth & Fep
et Tt Tt yrrort firgt fitet & 39 yoE Ao 3

CARP PIKEMINNOW
& 23
Y Yy

BASS PUMPKINSEED
L] B AME
TH Jufrerts

YELLOW PERCH SUCKER
B TO&
O yds Had



Keeping Your Catch

In most lakes, you can keep the fish you catch. You must check the fishing regulations
to see how many fish you are allowed to keep.

« Do not keep more fish than you need.
Know the daily catch limit for the lake or stream you are fishing. These are listed
in the regulations.

- Kill the fish quickly.

« Do not transport live fish.
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Catching and Releasing Fish

If you’re planning to catch-and-release (or required to release the fish you catch), it is
important that you are gentle and do not harm the fish.
« Reel in the fish as quickly as possible.
« Keep the fish in the water while removing the hook.
- Be gentle; don’t squeeze the fish.
- Ifyou use a landing net, buy a rubber, soft nylon, or cotton net designed to
protect the fish’s sensitive scales.
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We make fishing even better

The Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC is a private, non-profit fisheries service
funded by fishing licence revenue. Your licence dollars fund research, conservation
and education programs, improvements to angler access, and the provincial lake
stocking program.

Each year, our six hatcheries raise and release six million trout, char and kokanee into
lakes and rivers to enhance recreational angling opportunities.

For more information, plus our latest stocking reports and fishing tips,
visit gofishbc.com.
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Fishing Checklist
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- Fishing rod (1.5 — 2 metres in length)
and reel

- Bobbers, swivels, sinkers

« Lures

- Bait (natural — such as worms, or
artificial)

« Hooks —Size 4 -8

« Extra Line — 4 - 8 Ib is sufficient for
trout

« Nylon or rubber net

« Fishing licence

» Photo ID

« Sunscreen

. Hat

« Bug spray

« Life Jacket

« Sunglasses

- Extra clothing

« Clippers

» Pliers

« Freshwater Fishing Regulations
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